[Cushing's syndrome. I. New diagnostic developments].
Over the past few years, new diagnostic tests for Cushing's syndrome have become available. Some of the other, older diagnostic tests have fallen into discredit as they could not distinguish conditions from one another sufficiently well. New biochemical tests include midnight salivary cortisol measurement and the combined dexamethasone-corticotropin releasing hormone (CRH) test. The high dose dexamethasone test and the CRH-stimulation test have been abandoned as they were unable to differentiate between hypophysial and ectopic secretion of adrenocorticotropic hormone (ACTH). For the detection of ectopic ACTH-secreting tumours new imaging techniques, such as somatostatin receptor scintigraphy and positron emission tomography with 5-hydroxytryptophan, have become available.